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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Scribner 


Francoise 
SMALL TROT $2.00 

* Needing no introduction, France's author gift to youthful Americans has joy- 

ously triumphed again in this her latest - about a little mouse who joined a circus in 

order to implement her family's income. Small Trot becomes a charming and famous suc- 

cess as she sings, rides and dances across continents with the establishment of the de- 
lighted Mr. Rataplan and in the end enables her mother to take life more easily. The 
enthusiasm and gaiety of the simply written story and the wonderfully colorful pictu- 
res continue to bespeak the author's very rich imagination. Cloth bound and closely 


stitched. (3/10) 


Weisgard, Leonard Scribner 
THE CLEAN PIG $2.00 


* The inviting Weisgardian grin of the pig in the tub on the cover of this 
book is enough to swallow a reader right up. The story about a dirty old farm house 
near the railroad tracks and a poor little pig who fell off the whistling train and 
got sick because he was so dirty, had to be washed and thusly caused the farmer and 
his wife to clean up their whole establishment - is poetic and imaginative. Leo-  , 
nard Weisgard's warm, rich words are a joy to read and his pictures, in toned browns 
full of humor and pathos. J.L.G. (4/7) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Bianco, Pamela Oxford 
THE LOOK-INSIDE EASTER EGG $1.75 


A prim tale, pink and blue and green and yellow, about a neat Roxana in 
search of Easter Rabbit. Dressed in white dimity and a pink coat, Roxana wends her 
polite way to visit Easter Rabbit and his assistant Gregory, who lead her to an en- 
chanted garden and a lovely,congenial Easter breakfast picnic of chocolate egg. The 
author's meticulous, static and sterile pictures complement the virtuous tone of 


this unthrilling story. Victorian. Perishable-paper and Board. (3/13) s 
Payne, Josephine Balfour Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE STABLE THAT STAYED $2.00 


* Delightfulness, about a stable with a stable personality. Its 1890 splen- 
dour deserted by a pair of handsome browns, a pair of handsome greys, a groom, a boy 
and a wealthy croquet-playing family, the stable is left alone and waiting. The 
wind comes. Bats come. Dogs and cats and leaves come. There is a stream nearby 
and even the woods begin to encroach. Then an artist and his family come too and 
there is a home for them. The mood of come, live and be happy is captivating and 
carried out to a fine degree in the softly toned black and brown pictures by Joan 
Balfour Payne. Cloth backbone-khyvarboard. (4/h) 
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Harper 


Stolz, Mary 
THE LEFTOVER ELF $2.00 


On a quest for a Believer - so that he can survive,an Irish Elf and his not too << 


wise plan journey slowly and pleasantly from the forest to the sea. In a fragrant kitchen, 
the Elf finally finds a Believer when he sets a stumbling trap for a visitor, mistakenly 
thought a thief- a trap that works and thus proves that the kitchen inhabitants think about 
spirits. But what, say the Elf and the Plan, happens then? All you can do about Believers, 
once found, is to be grateful for them. So it's back to the forest home and friends. In 
its sentimentality, this is a not too successful departure from Mary Stolz' previous young 
adult level, but the homey philosophy and Peggy Bacon's catching, shadedpencil drawings 

make it nice and Irish and woodsy. Cloth bound but with light stitching. (3/22) 


Holiday House 


Fiedler, Jean 
THE GREEN THUMB STORY $1.75 | 

Distressed by his flowerless garden, young Peter hunts around for a green thumb, 
finds instead Mr. Johnson next door who teaches him how to grow things. There is a good 
feeling about doing things in a garden as Peter hunts and works and finally discovers what 
1. green thumb really is. Pictures by Barbara Latham in green and orange are inviting. 


Sloth (4/17) 
Hall, Rosalys 





a nn 


Oxford 
THE MERRY MILLER $2.25 


France in the late Middle Ages and the merry struggles of M. Carlot the new young 
niller of Oye. The joy of M. Carlot is temporarily dispelled by the obesity of the widow 
f the deceased M. Puret, the former miller, as she cannot, in spite of practically limit- 
Less assistance from Oye's inhabitants, get through the door of the mill. But after vainly 
tugging, Carlot becomes aware of her culinary and housecleaning. charms and so marries her. 
side from some messy writing - (there are spots in the text where you're not sure whether 
he baker or the wine seller or the pig laid that egg on the strong man's head) - this has 
. definite mediaeval charm. Kurt Werth's artistically cartoon-like colored pictures are a 
yonder at capturing the feeling of 15th century France. Cloth bound, fairly firm stitching. 


Publ. ) 





EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 
Doubleday 


Carpenter, Frances 
WONDER TALES OF HORSES AND HEROES $3.00 


From the Bedouin boy, Tamad, and his Arab stallion, to.Pegasus and Bellerophon, 
vO King Arthur and the Unicorn, to the Great Medicine Horse of the Crow Indians, this 
volume runs the gamut of horse stories from legend and historical fact. Less distinctive- 
ly written than Zales of a Korean Grandmother, there are perhaps too many of these that 
follow too closely one after the other as well as some that are vaguely situated as to 
lace and time. The good over-all idea and occasional flashes of vivid description lose 
orce in these detracting elements. William D. Hayes' drawings have the strength to bol« 
ter some of the weaknesses. (5/22) 


Hogarth, Grace Allen Harcourt, Brace 
JOHN'S JOURNEY $2.50 


The journey of John and his family to visit an American grandmother takes them 
rom London to Cape Cod and back again. A definite and quite successful attempt at bet- 
ering youthful Anglo-American international relations provides a strong theme. First day 
ut on the Queen Elizabeth, John runs into Roger, an American boy, and in the ensuing a : 
riendship between the two and John's sister, there devélops the mystery of the missing 
sister of another friend of John's. This missing sister is found - a victim of amnesia 
and given the time to choose between her new American and her true English family. But 








@ 
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meanwhile the adventures, often described with the crackling of the activity that is 
peculiar to eleven-year-olds, at Granny Gay's cottage on the Cape and of a first view 
of the United States, are colorful cloth for the thread of the tale. Nora Unwin's 
line drawings, though lacking in good design, are graphic and often catch a real ex- 
pression. Cloth bound. (3/13) 


Paradis, Marjorie Harper 
TIMMY AND THE TIGER $2.50 


Timmy turns from a coward into a brave boy after his family move from New 
York to the country. Overjoyed to be free from his city phobias - bullies, subways, 
elevators - Timmy finds that he has fears in the country too - like the television 
star of a fat boy who lives next door and a lady huntress just back from India with 
& pet tiger. Humor of the casually-treated-stray-tiger and the-family-next-door-who- 
have-a tv-breakfast-show sort, youthfully Jeevesian, abounds in Timmy's fantastic 
blunders towards bravery. A bit palling in big doses but the right amount can go over 
with a bang. Marc Simont's sprightly drawings are good fuses. (4/9) 


Coggins, Herbert & Duvoisin, Roger Whittlesey House 
BUSBY & CO. $2.00 


Captivating humor and adventure that will guarantee a strong desire to go 
out and find a beaver as soon as possible. On a camping trip in the Sierras with his 
family, Jerry finds Busby in a trap, frees him, and together they form a profitable 
woodcarrying and fire-building partnership. But in the process of going back to the 
city, Busby becomes a blunderer and a bother and has to be considered as possible zoo 
material- a situation which is saved by Jerry's Uncle Lipp who suggests that Busby 
come and work on his nearby country place. Though full of amusingly expressed animal 
lore, this is lacking in the character development portrayed in a story like Barbara 
Raynolds'/epper (p. 155), but Roger Duvoisin's well known drawing style does lend ad- 
ditional charm to an already nice account of a boy and a beaver. (4/6) 


Binns, Archie Winston 
SECRET OF THE SLEEPING RIVER $2.50 


A New York City, east side tenement, policeman-fathered family moves to the 
New Jersey countryside - plays host to a stream of city friends and solves a mystery 
behind the rickety old farm house that is their new home. Once settled, a gypsy 
friend helps them build a television set. But then trouble with the F. B. I. materia- 
lizes in the form of a coded television commercial as a. signal for saboteur activity 
in the Sleeping River locality. There are some healthy digs at senseless commercials, 
and some warmly human situations between the family and the announcer who is the un- 
witting conveyor of the messages - as all come together for a healthily scrappy show- 
down at ‘ve old farm house. There are lively black and white drawings by Rafaello Bu- 
soni. (4/7) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Real Books Series Garden City 
Published - cloth and paper covered board each $1.25 





* Bjock, Irvin - THE REAL BOOK ABOUT EXPLORERS - From Scyllax and Marco Polo 
to Cortez and Livingstone, this is a stimulating, well organized survey of the world's 
explorers. There is a chapter devoted to the activities of each - so written that 

there are strong,colorful connections between past and present. Jules Gotlieb's moul- 
ded drawings, good in depth and design, add to the book's virtues, and a bibliography 
as well as the excellent text will undoubtedly inspire further avid reading. 
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Coy, Harold - THE REAL BOOK ABOUT GEORGE WASHINGTON - A clean cut biography, re- 
portorial in style, that takes Washington from early youth through the inauguration of : 
Adams. Mr. Coy's skill at sharply drawn scenes, at choosing and highlighting meaningful { 
facets of the general's life, is admirable and he turns out a passage like his beginning ae 
one - with Washington an excited six year old at his father's return from England - with 
neatness and despatch. If the development of individual personality is neglected in the 
face of chronological fact - vividness makes up for what may be lacking in warmth. Line : 
drawings by Elinore Blaisdell are graphic and forthright. There are an index and a table : 


of events in Washington's life. 

Epstein, Samuel & Williams, Beryl - THE REAL BOOK ABOUT BENJAMIN FRANKLIN - More | 
sympathetically written than the Washington, this weaves the life of the good, inventive 
Franklin into the background of colonial history in a pattern that is necessarily gentler, ; 
more softly hued. More of Franklin as a person, foolish, wise, grey eyed, with a love of f 


books, the sea and making things with his hands - emerges in the reflective rather than 


But in its leisurely style, it is faithful to the man and does not lose 
Her - i 





dramatic account. 
strength in the recounting of Franklin's struggles for the freedom of the colonies. 


bert Danska's drawings are more vigorous and suggestive than Elinore Blaisdell's. Again, | 
there are an index and a chronological table. 


Gorham, Michael - THE REAL BOOK ABOUT COWBOYS - Its rangy chattiness capturing a 
lot of the atmosphere of the West, this is a travelogue-scenic tour kind of book rather 
than a neat compiling of cowboy information. Chapter subjects move from rodeos to bull- 
dogging to old Spanish cowboys to mustangers and ranching by airplane - often waxing histo- 
rical and anecdotal on the way. A spare time browsing item, but one full of good lore. 
Drawings by C. L. Hartman are in heavy, pleasantly firm lines and shadings and quite ex- 
pressive of gesture. A bibliography and a brief lingo list are added. 


Sherman, Jay - THE REAL BOOK ABOUT HORSES - A good beginning referencé book and 
a good companion piece for anyone learning to ride. After a bit of history, there follows 
a short glossary of horse terminology, then sections on different breeds and different oc- 
cupations from plowing to trotting, then a sensible passage on horse psychology and some 
remarkable breeds like the Lippizaners, and lastly a chapter on learning to care for and 
ride a horse. Clear cut illustrations by Lumen Winter, suggestions for further reading, 


and an index fill the rostrum. 
Note: These books are now available in library bindings, sturdy buckram in bright colors- 
lie-stamped (which we hope will improve as time goes on) Approximately $1.00 


Harper 
MODEL JETS AND ROCKETS $2.50 


A solid manual that starts with a history of rockets and jets from the early 
Chinese and works its way through natural law explanations of jet principles, to the making 
of simple jet and rocket models, a high speeding flying wing and the installation and opera- 
tion of jet engines. From the use of simple devices such as canned heat and a small boiler 
or a carbon dioxide cartridge and the light boats and cars that can be propelled by then, 
the author launches into a more detailed description of a small commercial dyna-jet engine, 
running it and installing it on a model plane. There is a fairly wide range of presenta- 
tion from the simple to the complex - the boilers and cartridges would be easy enough for 
@ nine year old but the engines need some help. All told, a fair handbook with an adequa- 
te supply of photographs and drawings. Two observations more: it is not a book for makers 
of model planes; mention is always made of specific places to get materials. Cloth. {3/12 


Hart 
BUSYBOOK SERIES Cloth; each $1.50 sites 


There are five of these. The first is for boys and girls from three to seven;the 
next two, one for boys and one for girls, from six to ten; the last two for the nine to 
thirteen group. The full title is THE ....'S HANDBOOK OF PLAY IDEAS AND THINGS-TO-DO. To 


Yates, Raymond F. 


Horowitz, Caroline 


recommend them, there are the advantages, as stated in the beginning of each book, of no- 
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ing to buy, easy to make, games for bed, games for parties, and no supervision except 
for the youngest doers. There is lots of repetition in the boy-girl divisions with the 
ideas and drawings becoming more identical towards the ends of the 6-10 books, then di- 
verging and reconverging in the 9-13 books. Obvious similarities are things like family 
newspapers, puppets and book marks and differences are place are place cards versus pun- 
ching bags, aprons versus semaphores, and so forth. All are pretty well presented thouch, 
with a page for each plan, and the ideas such as an art gallery, a newspaper, knitting, 
ey a. to more individual creative activity. Good two color drawings by the author. 
3/25 


First Book Series Additions to Franklin Watts 
each $1.75 


Just a word as to our understanding of what this series contributes -this be- 
cause there still seems to be some misunderstanding. The books are not intended as 
“primers” - but rather are "first books" in the sense that they are aimed at the indi- 
vidual and the age at which interest is first demanding reading matter on a specific 
subject. For example -fishing may become of paramount interest at nine or eleven or thir- 
teen. The nine year old interested in the subject would read with avid interest The 
First Book of Fishing, while at the same time if airplanes did not concern him, he would 
find The First Book of Airplanesbeyond him. In other words, interest rather than age 
level is the touchstone. And a quick look in a "first book" should lead to more exten- 
ded reading thereafter. Perhaps some day the publishers will include a brief biblio- 
graphy in each text....We are grouping the books under the 8-11 section, because the 
span of interest in this group seems to come closest. Where a book diverges sharply,it 
is so indicated. For example, note report on Zhe First Book of America. 


Bendick, Jeanne - THE FIRST BOOK OF AIRPLANES - Misreported in the last bul- 
letin (3/1) as a new edition of THE FIRST FLYING BOOK by Campbell Tatham and Jeanne 
Bendick, this new book is being printed to replace the former. With differences in 
format and the addition of military geared information, rockets, jets and so forth,this 
retains much of the chatty, personal quality in its characters, is a fairly good survey 
of planes and plane activity. This time the new author's sprightly drawings aren't word 


pictures but supplements to the text. (5/8) 


Brewster, Benjamin - THE FIRST BOOK OF ESKIMOS - Anthropologically healthy, 
this is a very good introduction to Eskimo culture that treats The People, as they call 
themselves, in relation to their own values and makes clear the problems that result 
from European influences. Descriptions of life in seasonal and daily aspects are vivid 
and personalized so that Baffin Eskimos and MacKenzie Eskimos become very real. Ursula 
Koering's drawings, in color, have the flavour of the North. (5/8) 


Coy, Harold - THE FIRST BOOK OF PRESIDENTS - Beginning with generalities about 
our presidents - how we elect them, necessary qualities and so forth -the text goes on 
to a two page biography of each White House tenant, organized so that vital statistics 
are separated from a descriptive paragraph of the man's office term. Manning De V. 
Lee's’ two colorpicture spreads -portraits and life scenes -are attractive in design and 


informatively helpful . (5/8) 


Heal, Edith - THE FIRST BOOK OF AMERICA - Actually this is a misleading title, 
as it refers only to that area now known as the United States -while compassing the 
story from Columbus to the United Nations. From the historical and chronological view- 
point, it is inevitably superficial given to generalizations (rose-spectacled ones). 
The intention, however, is to give a quick once-over-lightly to tie together the ml- 
titude of things a third grader is supposed to absorb about his country. There is a 
highspot historical outline, hints of economical factors and regional developments, 
personalities -and there is inclusion of such vital bits as the Preamble to the Consti- 
tution, the lists of the presidents with dates, words and music of the Star Spangled 
Banner, brief captions on legendary heroes, and so on. A useful handbook to supplement 
beginning history. Plus sale as a “syllabus” for Americanization courses for foreigners. 
Pictures by Fred Collins, in two color and wash, make it a nice "eye-piece". (5/8) 
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Schneider, Steven - THE FIRST BOOK OF FISHING - All the information, attracti- 
vely and interestingly presented, that the young angler can want, with very nice watery 
line drawings by Edwin Herron. From live bait fishing to how to cook a mountain trout, 
this is a good starter for the fresh water, stream, lake and pond fan. (5/8) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- FICTION 


Pellegrini & Cudahy 


Franklin, George Cory 
MINING THE IRON MASK $2.50 
Once again authentic Colorado background material for a story of two high school 
boys, Roy and Frank, and a summer of mining designed to contribute to their college funds. 
On the factual level it makes good clean cut reading, but now and again the story is slow- 
ed down by content material that suggests a miner's manual. The boys' struggle to get a 
bank loan, the securing of adequate supplies for an efficient burro team, the bit by bit 
process of learning, the culmination in the finding of their own copper vein, is manly, 
informative, though too matter-of-fact in writing to build up any sense of suspense, de- 
spite the excitement with the burros and the climax of the discovery. A glossary of mi- 
ning terms: and William Moyers' drawings, keyed to the quality of the tale, contribute to 


its authentic feel. (Publ.) 


Wibberley, Leonard Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE KING'S BEARD $2.75 


* A dashing tale told as the personal history of young John Forrester who sailed 
with Drake and helped to singe the Spanish King Philip's beard in the famous Cadiz raid 
of 1587. His life is complicated by the facts of his father's desertion when John was a 
baby, and a mysterious parchment that holds information about Spanish maneuvers necessi- 
tates a hasty journey to warn Queen Elizabeth and many extreme precautions against his 
enemies. John, with his friend Roger Lindsey, meets adventure after adventure on the 
road to victory, family. reunion and a knighthood at Queen's court. Here is wonderful 
Elizabethan and New World background and:‘closely written suspense. Christine Price's 
line drawings are full and vigorous and carry much of the motion. (4/4) 


Anderson, Ethel Todd Winston 
SUMMER IN THEIR EYES $2.50 


* A story, clear and bright as a new whistle, about pre-summer months in a Penn- 
sylvania family whose son and daughter must earn enough money for a trip to Colorado. 
With the Dufraynes as resourceful and sensible as they are (Mr. Dufrayne is a university 
professor) sixteen-year old Barbara and ninetéen-year old Scott tackle the job of finding 
jobs vigorously and sucessfully, making plans together, overcoming such obstacles as the 
lack of positions in their town by looking to their own talents and refusing to impose on 
others. Barbara, blocked in her artistic efforts by a printers' strike, gets.an offer to 
illustrate a manuscript. Scott becomes an assistant in his college's chemistry lab. Penn- 
sylvania Dutch background comes in importantly too in Mary, an Amish girl who is the inspi- 
ration for Barbara's drawing. The summer is won. But important also is the author's skill 
at conveying the humor of actual happenings, normal family life, the bad moods as well as 
the good ones, the contrasts between prestige values and real values in highschool - that 
makes the characters true and believable and not idols of good or evil. An exciting and 
happiness engendering book. G. Oliver James black and white drawings are pleasingly photo- 


graphic. (J. L.G.) (4/28) 
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Robertson, Keith Winston 
THE LONESOME SORREL $2.50 


* Heartwarming and thrilling, this relates the mutual gain of a horse-innocent 
boy and a boy-loving sorrel hunter. Easterner, Cliff Barry was never more surprised 
when he found an unwanted Cinnamon waiting for him at the beginning of a New Jersey 
summer - a dispirited Cinnamon who had been shipped from the west by his owner after 
everything had been tried to pull him out of doldrums caused by the departure of his 
seventeen-year-old Australian boy trainer. Cinnamon's owners realized the horse 
wasn't giving his best, planned to send him to Cliff in hopes a boy's personality 
would improve matters - and to write Cliff a long explanation of the situation. But 
the letter is lost and boy and horse begin from scratch. The resulting adventures, 
the growth of the boy and the horse, a breathtaking cross country steeplechase and 
triumph over a jealous fellow rider, make a gripping story and one as gracefully writ- 
ten as Cinnamon's own powerful stride. Taylor Oughton's wash illustrations are appe- 
tizingly accurate renditions of equestrian activities. (J.L.G.) (4/1) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 
Second Thoughts Department 


Eberle, Irmengarde | Crowell 
BIG FAMILY OF PEOPLES $3.00 


This is one of those books that perhaps demands a second reading - and per- 
haps ‘on your part (librarians, book sellers) ag second weighing of values. For val- 
ues it has, in a world where sharp lines of discrimination and intolerance serve to 
postpone the hopes of one world. Here in the story of the mixings of peoples, of ra- 
ces, of religions, of nations - is implicit the thought that in the fallacy of belief 
in the purity of one blood stream over another lies one of the dangers today. Through 
the story of a carefully selected cross section of peoples (the Egyptians, the Negroes, 
the Chinese, the Jews, the Greeks, the Romans, the French, Germans, Scandinavians, the 
English - and the melting pot of the Americans) the idea is conveyed that civiliza- 
tions are a composite of many peoples, and that out of each civilization, great men 
and women, great contributions have been made. While not wholly successful (as im- 
plied in the original report - P.80) the goal is clearly stated, and in the main ac- 
hieved. It hasn't been done in quite this way before, so don't bypass it. (Moved up 
to February publication). 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Gregg, Alan Doubleday 
CREEPING PERIL MYSTERY $2.00 


Slightly futuristic excitement on the Gulf of California develops when a gang 
of saboteurs try to blow up a ridge along the delta of the Colorado River and flood the 
low-level hinterland area. The border patrols of Mexico and the United States cooper- 
ate to bring in the culprits,Americans working presumably for Russia. It is rather dis- 
appointingly dry and involved tale that is marked by inconsequential third helicopter 
flights to check on lost jeeps and so forth. Negligible story and science fiction con- 
tent plus the wninspired writing make this give way to better books. (5/8) 


Abbott, Jane Lippincott 
THE NEIGHBORS $3.00 


After running away with a first generation American from the wrong side of 
the tracks, Deborah Brent's name was anathema to her family. Then after four marriages 
she returns to her home to serve as a catalyst for smouldering local issues. She helps 
one niece dare to face her own heart and another to discover the difference conflicting 
backgrounds can make in marriage. She supports a young minister in holding to his ide- 
als of a working christianity. A good soul searching of the mores of a tradition bound 
New England community. (Full report on p. 166) 
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Lippincott 


Elston, Allan Vaughan 
ROUNDUP ON THE PICKETWIRE $2.50 ly 


Twenty year old Johnny Diamond avenges a six years' old massacre of his fami- 
ly in tracing the evil doers to the Picketwire River in Colorado in the late '80's. 
Johnny winsthe friendship and belief of the sheriff, offers himself as live bait for 
the remainder of the criminal. gang, falls in love. A youthful bounce for misplaced 


energy. (Full report on p. 169) (3/2) 


Haycox, Ernest Little, Brown 
PIONEER LOVES Fs $2.50 


Short story collection celebrating old and young love in frontier life and 
offering tough to tender episodes. Here are faithful, ordeal-withstanding women, des- 
perate, security-searching men. There is sturdy, forthright appeal in stories about a 
first winter in the wilderness, first love replaced by a second, courage in solitude, 
man's integrity winning him his wish. (Full report on p. 164) (4/28) 


Pellegrini & Cudahy 


Webster, Joe 
THE ROOKIE FROM JUNCTION FLATS $2.50 


A down and out St. Louis Browns picks up a persistent Arkansan,Wilbur Hat- 
field, who slugs ‘em back into first place. The gawky awkward Wilbur lures thé Browns ry 
to Junction Flats by loads of letters, turns out to be a failure at fielding but a wonder 
at walloping. Lots of fun in the Rookie's browning and the drawings by C. L. Hartman have 
marked chiaroschuro effects that lend a certain lyrical quality to Wilbur and his sur- 


roundings. (4/4) 


Scribner 


Hagopian, Richard 
FAR AWAY THE SPRING $2.75 


* About an Armenian family in Massachusetts fathered by Setrak Dinjyan, an 
expert shoe-stitcher who is constantly changing jobs because his pitiful wages are 
never enough to care for the needs of his family. Warm sympathy is developed in the 
characters 6f son’ Leo,crippled from the day of his christening, diligent Sarah who 
earns money after school, reckless but angelically voiced Varant, and little Sato who 
wants a blue hat and patent leather shoes. There is Manoong who has wonderful things 
in his store - and lastly, Setrak's triumph at backgammon which brings the whole fami- 
ly some unlooked-for luck. These alien roots communicate an intimate reality and 
make a direct appeal to a wide audience. (Full report on p. 163) (4/7) 





